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in Sri Lanka.
Bhakthi Prabodhanaya,
is owned and published by
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All articles, subscriptions and inquiries

should be sent to this address.

Editor.

"Bhakthi Prabodhanaya"

265, Deans Road, Maradana,

Colombo 10, Sri Lanka

Tel. :0112 698177
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A MOTHER OF EXPECTATIONS

Let me tell you a story.

There was once a mother of two
children, one son and one daughter. And
with the father, they were a happy family
for a little while, then temptations struck
the father and so he left his family and
went off with another woman. The mother
realized that it was useless lamenting for
such a man and made the two children,
her entire world. She picked herself up
all on her own and became strong. She
went from house to house working as
a maid to earn enough money to fill her
children’s bellies. She worked all day and
night just to send her children to school.
Though it was a tough life for her, she
was happy because she was doing it all
for her children. Her son had a big talent
for playing sports especially Cricket, and
each time he brought a certificate, medal
or trophy home, his mother rejoiced. Her
daughter learnt very well and each time
she brought her report card of outstanding
performance home, her mother became
overwhelmed with happiness. However, at

2026 @200@a0 - e¢w @

school, her son had associated with a bad
group of friends and got addicted to drugs
during his A/L exams. He became different,
his body got sucked in to his bones, he had
mental traumas and he couldn’t control his
emotions. His mother got to know this and
tried explaining this to him but, he failed
to understand. He lost all his strength to
do his sports and greatly disappointed his
mother. He got outraged and stole all the
money from his mother and ran away from
the house. His mother sorrowed greatly as
her son brought painful suffering to her and
her daughter. His mother had made him
her entire life, had a huge dream that her
baby boy would one day become a strong
man, a skilled Cricketer and bring honor to
the country. She had great expectations
towards him and her son took it as a
burden. She never wanted her son to be
successful for her advantage, neither her
daughter, she just wanted them to live good
lives and be happy. After some hard times,
the mother worked constantly and made
her daughter a successful doctor. One
day, the mother became very ill and was
put in bed. After a week, the mother was
at her death bed talking to her daughter
and she said, “Mother, as it is your last
days, it would be only right if we invite ayya
to say his goodbye, after all, you are his
mother...” So, the daughter wrote a letter
to her brother, but he never came. So on
her last day, the mother said, “Thank you
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daughter, for giving me relief of you living
a happy life, it is really all I've ever wanted
in my life, and even though your brother
disappointed me, | hope that he will find
his way and live a good life with God.”
And the daughter says, “No. Thank you
for being a good mother and giving me
relief in my childhood, if it wasn’t for that, |
wouldn’t be in this happy life.” And so, the
mother passed away.

Why do we have to fulfill our mothers’
expectations?

If a child cannot fulfill his/her
mother’s expectations, then who? When
we were born to this world, did you think
that we were our mothers’ dreams, plans
or life’'s goal? No, but she nourished us
in her womb, went through nine months
of discomfort, welcomed us into the world
in her hands and fed us her milk. Why
did she do that, because we ultimately
became her expectation because there
is no other choice? No, because having
your own child is a gift of God and a
privilege which not every woman is
fortunate enough to have in this world.
Wouldn’t we expect our own mother to
raise us with love and compassion and
did our mothers fulfill our expectation?
Of course, they did, because they love
us. And don’t we love our mothers? So,
shouldn’t we fulfill their expectations?
Yes, not because they fulfiled our
expectations at birth but because having
an opportunity to fulfill your mother’s
expectations is a gift of God and a
privilege which not every child is

fortunate enough to have in this world.
There may be children in this world without
mothers, or children without capabilities to
fulfill their mothers’ expectations. So, we
must accept this gift with open hands just
as our mothers did when we were born and
thank them for having great expectations in
us. Great expectations occur in those who
can be trusted to fulfill them and we must
be happy and thank God and praise him for
giving us our mothers to have expectations
in us. Therefore, we should never take our
mothers’ expectations on us as a burden or
as if something annoying. We must try our
best to fulfill these expectations as it is our
duty. We may have other dreams and goals
of our own, and if they favour us positively,
I’'m pretty sure our mothers will support us
in every way. They would never be against
our hopes and dreams if they benefit us for
our future. Trust in your mother and obey
her every word, our mothers would never
have bad expectations in us, they would
always have good expectations for our
betterment, regardless their advantage.
They just want us to live good lives and be
happy, because they love us. Therefore,
let us pray for all the mothers and children
around the world that the Lord our God
may give them strength and patience to
fulfill each other’s expectations with love,
humility and understanding.

Nimshi Deman

Grade 9,

St. Bridget’s Convent,
Colombo-7.
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